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of four hundred million tons of land seems large; but it is estimated
that approximately three-fourths that many tons of topsoil blew
away in a single day when the dust storms blew fiercest in the
Great Plains area in the spring of 1934. Whole farms, at least
all that was useful of them, were carried from one state to another
with no transfer of title to be registered with the county clerk, and
some of that land now rests at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean
two thousand miles away.
So we end our discussion of the transportation of weathered
rock on a note of calamity. But the conditions which encourage
floods, droughts and dust storms are at least partially understood,
and with understanding and dissemination of the truth, measures
of correction can be undertaken. Our task in this section was to
trace the evolution of a stream, and to show the work that it does
in transporting the products of weathering. Glaciers, too, and
volcanoes, help in the work of changing the earth's surface and
moving materials from one place to another; but their action is so
intimately bound up with the geological history of the earth that
the start of a new chapter seems to be in order.